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Putting Zip info your

EPS/ASR

For almost a couple years now, I've been using
a ZipDrive in place of the floppy in my
ASR-10 keyboard and our ASR-10 rack at the
RCS studios. I'm happy to report that it works
great! The ease of use of just setting up a key-
board at a gig site and only carrying a power
cord and sustain pedal is truly freeing.

Not only that, we've done it to our ASR-X,
too! We'll do an article on that soon.

I’d like to share with you how it can be done.
Some of the work (the cabling) can be avoided
by buying our Internal ZipDrive Kit that T have
made available through RCS.

And also, I'd like to express my appreciation to
Daryl Daughters, who wrote the first internal
hard drive article in the Hacker back in 1992
(Issue #83). I'll repeat the relevant information
here, but the article is good reading nonethe-
less. (In my opinion, it was one of the Top 5
Hacker articles.)

This month we’ll focus on the EPS/ASR mod.
Next month we’ll go over the ASR-X mod.

Warning-Disclaimer-Call To Arms

This modification will void the Ensoniq war-
ranty on your 'board — but hey, you probably
don’t have one anymore anyway.

Parts List

25-pin ribbon cable

50-pin ribbon cable

DB-25 female jack

1 IDC 50-pin male connector

Other connector parts to adapt the 25-pin to 50-pins

Basics

Daryl’s article talked about installing a small
2.5" fixed hard drive within a 16-Plus. You had
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to 1) install the hard drive into the 16-Plus
case, 2) install a power supply in the case, 3)
convert the 25-pin output to the 50-pin jack of
the SCSI drive, and 4) wire up the power supp-
ly. It was a intermediate to advanced task.

The ASR-10 doesn’t have that room — espe-
cially in the keyboard. But along has come
another, perhaps better, alternative.

A commercially internal ZipDrive (what lo-
mega calls the “SCSI Insider™) has the same
dimensions as a floppy drive. It also has the
same power requirements — 5V, 1.7A load.
Tomega has a goal of replacing the floppy drive
in the computer industry (if they avoid all the
lawsuits — but that’s another story...).

So here's the scheme — replace the floppy
drive with the Internal ZipDrive — thus there’s
no need to mount the hard drive in the case,
and no need for mounting a power supply.

INSTALLATION

Phase 1 — Installing The ZipDrive

On a EPS/ASR keyboard, the floppy drive is
pretty jammed in there. There are 4 screws
holding it in, but there is a certain amount of
pressure the top panel places on the drive. |
had to take mine out backwards — but perhaps
mine was built differently. Anyway, just take
the floppy out. Remove the 37-pin ribbon cable
connecting the floppy drive up to it’s internal
controller — BTW, the ASR-10 doesn’t require
a floppy for operation (see below for the
trade-otfs).

Important: Don’t think you can hook the
ZipDrive up to the floppy controller — not
even a IDE ZipDrive. It's not the same thing.
Instead, we need to hook the SCSI ZipDrive up
to the SCSI Interface, using some special ca-
bling.
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This newsletter is stopping publication
November, 1999 (Issue #173).

Issues remaining: 9

If your address label indicates more
than 9 issues remaining, please let us
know if we need to work something out
with back issues or something.

If your label indicates less than 9 —
not to worry: a partial-year renewal
notice will be sent about the same time
as your second-to-last issue.
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