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Product: VFX Set 2.
For: VFX. ñv'FXsd & SD-l.
Price: $39.95.
From: Syntaur Productions. #2-'-óll óW.
Alabama #10. Houston. TX 'l"?U2'?. Phone:
{T13} 965-9041. {B00} 334-1233.

Sorry to be away for so long. fellow
hackers: been juggling TWAIN resour-
ces in Premiere 4.1 for the 3rd spin of
Targa 2000 for Mac. When the flu is a
reprieve from work for most of our en-
gineers. just say ñNubus bottleneck"
really fast 12 times and youôre hack in
Kansas. ñAnd Toto. tool" New year's
weekend here already? four days i_n a
rowó? I read like a W-30 display while
receiving a KS-3 2's sequencer contents.
Tired? Noocoo; Bevis and Butthead are
role models in my present state. Ten
uninterrupted hours of sleep later. I'm
back among the living. Clamping out in
the snow after the mail jeep stops and
goes. whatós thisó? Aha. an 3001: þoppy
in ye old snow-covered maill;-cit: this
can mean but one thing; synth waresl

For Fimtfgcn

Well. clô Samós at it again. Not content
to leave well enough alone. weôre privy
to the VFX Set 2 this month. Sam Mime
is not your average tweak-a-factory-
sound-til-itós-perfect kind of guy. and
this set of sounds reflects nothing
youóve ever heard in the Ensoniq
library. Or probably any other library.
for that matter. For those of you who
aren't hip to Sam. heós the guy Ensoniq
chose to take over the Mirage library for
distribution. as well as the Hacker's
resident óVFSISD patch guru: if that's
not enough recommendation of his
skills. letós just say he's one of the real-
ly fly VFX(sd)(-1) programmers. if not
the original flyguy himself. His modula-
tion routings and spectral animation
through very innovative envelope pro-
gramming border on the legendary.

You won't find precision acoustic piano
sounds or definitive P-bass sounds in
this collection. Sam realizes (as we all
should) that that comer of the envelope
is for sampling types: the óJFK-sd-l is a
synth: program it like a swth. make it
sound like a synth; make it sound like a
stack of synths. make it sound unlike
any stack cf synths youóve ever heard.
That's where hels at in a nutshell. thatôs
where this colleeticnós at: synth use of
the Ensoniq wavetable.

As close to an emulative patch as you'll
find in this collection is the ñClick-
Bas+OB8" patch of bank ti. Far from the
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trans-irrdie-sub-pop- fare. ñDreamStream" is the definitive
IX-10 analog square wave pad as string bed: adding a 5th
into the patch this is a lift from cut #7ô of that R-company's
CD. while ñDelicateò is about as narrow a squarewave as you
can get and remain musical. ñAmazon- Valyò is the typical
patch-as soundtrack: holding open 4ths in one hand. press
patch select X0 and add the susdthsr press the sustain pedal.
lift. select patch XX and play octave tonics. ñYes ð I make
movies for H]:lCt" comes to mind. "CtgreandAngel" is various
rt-mod left hand patches with an octave pad unchanging in
the right; ñSyn-Splitò is its converse. ñToy Circusò is right
out of the Walter Carlos ñCtockworit Orangeò period:
ñMelancoliaò is out of the Wendy Carlos ñSeasonsò period: I
don't know how much more full-circle Sam can get here...

ñôIóhrmdr+Rainò along with ñCartoon-FXò are the obligatory
FX patches. although you better play a lotta notes to hear the
rain. "Industrial" is noise mod as filter sample and hold. with
patch XX a pretty credible anvil emulation from the tubular
bell waves. ñlrdearr-Trentò is. well. ya gotta be trendy once.
and with the delay and key-up restril-res. it's not just a clever
name. although Trent would've given a 'nad to have had this
kinda horsepower in the early Nine-inch days.

A cursory esamination of these patches shows no wave calls
that the early VFX couldn't assemble. I planned to SysErt
these into a first-spin VF-óX last week (remember before it had
a sequenceró? And then before it had a disk drivel). but the
music store sold it before I could Powerþook it. so I'd as-
sume only the effects processing would be less sterling. I dis-
covered the data transfer rate of my SD-1's þoppy was
around 16 blocksfsecond (the 63-block frle loaded in 4 disk
clunks of about a secondfclrmk for a 4-second load). as was
the VFXsd. so this review has scientific ramifications as well
(clunlrsfseclll). All modulators are used [another Mime err-
clusive): you'll want the CV pedal hooked up as well has a
free hand to wiggle the Data Entry (or. in this case. Timbre}
slider. Betcha discover that it's gotten a little dirty over the
years. too...

This is a very pervasive collection. especially after the knock-
out animations of the VFX Set I. This set. on first listening. is
kinda cool but doesn't sweep you away with transwaves or
motional envelope fades. filter sweeps and tinklies sweeping
right to left over ñNimbusò pads: this is more VFX Set I on
Prozac. It doesn't jump around and amaze you with its
ti-octave Mariah Carey vocal gymnastics: it's a more Celine
Dion evocative kinda thing. Restrained is the operative. sub-
dued is the mindset. and haunting is the mood for most of
these. pads. Dark but not looming. these patches require a
coupla takes to appreciate; upon first listening I was really
disappointed. ertpecting those big glorious animations that
have become Sam's trademark. You know. those huge glor-
ious pads that sound wonderful by themselves but invariably
take over the mirt and leave little room for anything else...

This collection reþects Sam's maturation not only as a pro-
grammeriperformerfmusician. but as an individual as well. in
spite of Bank 2's ñSecret Message.ò I've been known to bury
messages in sequences too. Sam (as I'm sure Ensoniq would
rather forget). Hey. this is all he does. and does a d----- fine
job at it. too. so yeah. $40 is a justifiable price. But hey. Sam.
if you scattered the data over the disk so it took longer to
load. it would appear to be a much more substantial invest-
ment than the 4-second load time belies. Just frag your flop-
pies ýrst (nytrk-ny'uk-tryuk). E:-reuse me: the BPS side of me
broke loose for a minute. Seriously. though. data is data. I'm
sure he's got a coupla dozen templates for these sounds. but
you'd spend weeks just juggling wavesets into them (let
alone months tweaking mod routings and envelope rt-fades
and times) to come up with this kinda effort. Scary stuff for
the hunran.

This is not a ñone-size-fits-allò collection. Being a compila-
tion by Tony Davila. Todd Speer. and Sam himself. this is
hardly a solo effort. But the spit and polish is Mime. and you
don't have to be a rocket scientist to hear his inþuence in this
set. Yeah. this might be the lvIOR.Fadult contemporary version
of Set I. but it hasn't lost the formula. A liquid sound stage
for your VFX-sd-1: the four-second load time just belies the
depth of programming here. This collection is simply
moodier and subtle: you've got to listen for it. But I'll bet
I'm not the only person to identify with that. I jumped on the
Ensoniq bandwagon when the lvlirage knocked my door down
with audio sampling. and branched into video sanrpliug hard-
ware for the lvlacintosh. A lateral shift. if you will. and that's
synonymous with what Sam has done here with the VFX Set
2. The fire still blazes. but it can warm. as well as burn. .-and
this is the cold and flu season.

Probably the most esotericiunderstated 63 blocks ever con-
ceived for the VFX series. -

Bio: When not answering broadcast NTSCI PAL oaestionr for
Traelftsion. Pat is a tech rapport person for RasterOpr. He
stilt uses o B-3 for a keyboard stand and watches the alpha
channel.
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From Ensoniq ð Building on the great success and reputation
of the DPI4 we have released a new. improved effects proces-
sor ð the IlP.l-*-i-+. Containing all the features and algorithms of
the original DPI4. the new DP}-1+ adds the following often-
requested features:

I all balanced {TRS) connectors
I ground compensated outputs
I +4.-'-10 dB switch
I headphone jack
I output mute {isolate to headphone}
I front panel Neutrik XLR.*'1l4" connector
I Seamless switching of effects
I 3rd step added to input LED indicators
I LED's above Corrfig diagranrs
I ind Foot switch input

The I]Pl4+ includes the following new algorithms:

I GuitarTuner 2U .' Can be kept in-line for convenience! Switch-
able between Guitar and Bass frequency ranges.

I Guitar Amp 4: Warnr. Class "A." tube amp simulation -- non-
dynamic.

I l'JigitalTulve.èlmp.- óWarm. Class "A." tube amp simulation -ð
dyrrarrrie.

I Dynarnic Tube .-ó-ln1p.' A variant of the Digital Tube Amp with
slightly different dynamic quality.

I I/CF-Distort 2: Same as VCF-Distort l with the addition of a
"tunable" feedback signal for tone shaping.

I Tunable Spkr 2: Warmer. more "analog" version than Tunable
Spkr l.

I Vocal Remover: Yes. it's an ñInstant Karaoke" algorithm!

The DP.l4+ is available now. and retails for $1'i'95 (US).

Hacker News
This issue marks the beginning of a new option for subscribers ð-
an e-mail version of Transonio I-l'ar:lcer.' e-TH. We've been collect-
ing names and kinda fumbling around the last couple of months
deciding just how we're going to do this. and this is what we've
come up with:

WHAT IT IS: e-TH will contain all of the tent of the printed Hack-
er. This includes tent from all the ads. Graphics will not be e-mailed
with e-TH. There're just too many different systems for getting
graphics through the Internet and the various links like AOL or
CompuServe or what have you. [The e-mail system just handles
re:-rt. There are various programs used to convert graphics to teal
files and back again.) There are a lot of different ways that are
being used to electronically publish magazines. óWe've decided that
just sending plain ol' tertt via e-mail is the one way that can reach
the most people. Graphics Gif files will be made available at our ftp
site for people who want to see them (ftp's "get" command doesn't
care whether or not they're tertt files). We suspect that most of the
time it probably won't really be necessary to get the graphics files
ð the lest should stand on its own. There'll be notes in the test file

if there 're any graphics associated with an article. We also hope to
have some of our advertisers make use of the site for things like
free samples and patches for demo purposes. And we're trying to
get Hackerpatches in there somehow too. Anyone who can access
our ftp site is welcome to do so ð you don't have to be a subscriber
to e-TH.

HOW TD CHECK IT UUT: Everyone who has e-mailed us about
e-TH should be getting this issue [#113] by e-mail. If your printed
subscription has ertpired in the meantime. you'll still get an e-mail
copy of #118 -ð- if it hasn't ertpired. then you should be getting
both. If you inquired about e-TH and all you're looking at is the
printed copy. then we had some sort of problem with your e-mail
address and you should send us a message. If you haven't done any-
thing but you'd like to see a sample of e-TH. just send us a message
{e-TH@transoniq.conr). Please let us know if you want us to just
send out the current issue or if you'd like to be included in the mail-
ing of the nertt issue (say. to check out mail delays or whatever}.

TU CHECK OUT THE e-TH ftp SITE:
At your system prompt...
$:I ftp f|:p.teleport.com
Name: anonymous
Password: use your e-mail address for the password
ftp:-I cd vendors
f|:p> ed trnsoniq ** yes ð withoul the ñaò in transoniq "'*
ftp> dir

This should give you a list of files and subdirectories. There would
normally he subdirectories listed for the last few monthsô worth of
e-TH. So if you need. say. Figure 2 from Issue #120. you would
type ñcd 120ò then do a "dir" to confirm that the file is there and
what its name is ð say. "fig2." Then do a ñget fig2." When you're
done. logout with a ñbye.ò Eventually. our ftp site will be reachable
at ftp.transoniq.com and you won't have to change directories to get
in there. Right now. the only thing at the ftp site is a file containing
some SQIKSIKT patches from Gregoire lvlarechal of óilanves.
France. Thanks. Gregoire ð- you're the firstl (These patches should
show up in future Haclterpatch columns ð-but you can get them
now.) More files are on the way.

WHAT IT CGSTS: Here's our complete rate schedule:

U.S. Non-U.S.
l year. printed: $23 $32
2 years. printed: $40 $53
E-r-nail. cost per year; $20 $20
l year. both {printed cost + $6}: $29 $38
2 years. both {printed cost + $12).ó $52 $?0

CONVERSION: I-lere's where things get a little complicated...

l.l.S. Subscribers: If you want to switch over to an e-mail sub
(only). your subscription will be erttended by one issue. If you want
to switch over to the "combo sub" (both printed and e-mail). send
$5. Note that with combo subs your e-mail sub and your printed sub
will ertpire at the same time. So. if you've got a renewal coming up
in a month or two you may want to wait ótil then. If you've just
recently renewed for two years. well. then you're getting a deal.

Non-U.S. Subscribers: If you're going for the combo sub {both}.
then it's the same as for the U.S. subscribers ð send $15. If you're




























































