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The Nine Most Offten-Asked
Questions About the SQ-1 (& 2)

(and one surprise)

So after living with the SQ-1 for almost
eight months now, I've grown to realize
what power this keyboard offers, how
slick it sounds, how little I've scratched its
surface, and how complicated it can be to
use sometimes. Most (if not all) of the in-
formation in this article is, in fact, in the
manual, but there are parallel menu pages
for many operations which can be a bit
confusing to the first-time workstation
user. As a resource person for Transoniq-
Net concerning SQ-1 questions I typically
field from three to eight calls a day, and
the degree of devotion of Ensoniq users
never ceases to amaze me (subject of
another article). Since we SQirtles don't
have the luxury of the Vixie's BIG dis-
play, we powerusers memorize the “direct
dial” approach of “Screen/Bank™ menu
pagination to get from operation A to
process B. So, here’s your first assign-
ment: If you haven’t yet memorized the
“direct dialing” approach, take the time to
do it! Sure, you'll lose a few brain cells,
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but you only have to do it once! It's a
navigational technique Clark Salisbury’s
mentioned previously, so spend a little
more time during SQ-1 operations; you'll
save tons of precious time and lost crea-
tive moments by pressing the right buttons
the FIRST time. So anyway, here goes...

Q: How do I get card sounds on a track
without first overwriting a ROM sound?

A: Press the “Select Sequence” button and
select the track/voice you wish to replace.
Press the “Sounds™ button, and while
holding it down, press “Card A" or “Card
B” buttons to access the card banks. While
still holding the “Sounds” button down,
select the voice you wish to drop onto the
selected track by pressing the appropriate
bank and screen buttons. WHen the dis-
play indicates the selected voice you're
looking for, release the “Sounds” button.
Viola!

Q: Every time I change from one preset to
another, I lose the changes I made in the
previous preset; what gives? Is my §Q-1
screwed up or have I done something to
mangle its memory?

A: Save your edits! Any changes you
make to your presets are ignored if you
don’t answer “Yes” to the “Save Chan-
ges?” prompt that comes up when you
select a different Preset/Sequence loca-
tion! This is not a bug! The menu page
“Prompt to Save Changes” (Bank 1,
Screen 5) may have been shut off or other-
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wise accidentally disabled by a user so that, you got it, the “Save
Changes?" prompt doesn’t display when you change locations. If
this particular menu page is disabled, the SQ-1 ignores all edits
and will recall the previously saved voice/track assignments
when that location is recalled.

Q: Why can’t I edit the Drum kits? I get to the drum pages and
try to remap a drum kit to Roland drum map defaults, but as
soon as I assign the sidestick to C#2, snare to D2, and then go
back one page, the C#2 reverts back to kick. Why is this?

A: This question has both an answer and an explanation. First,
the answer, Yes, you can edit the drum map in the SQ1, but it
will not allow you to overwrite ROM locations. Since the drum
kits “apparently” reside in both “Internal” and “ROM" locations,
you'd think you could pull the snare down a bit and overwrite
the patch. No Can Do. The drum waves are ROM-based (as is
the entire instrument, for that matter). Simply select an internal
patch location less than #80 (where the drum kits start), and
copy the particular drum kit you wish to work with into it. Then
edit to your heart's content and rewrite over this internal patch
location. This took me a little while to figure out myself. If you
do it properly, you can write differing drum maps to bounce
other sequences into the SQ-1 without resequencing the drum
part, but there is a caveat. The “Default Drum Map™ allows a
maximum of 17 resident drum sounds (see the chart on 6-6 of
the Blue Book). So there is no way (at least, that I know of) to
force 61 drum sounds into a patch which only has room for 17.
You could write 7 other “Sounds” composed of 3 drum waves
both low and high key limited for range and drop those into a
preset with one of the default kits to give a total of 38 assigned
drum sounds if you're a drummer with enough architecture to
play more than 17 drums at once, you're on the road with
Samantha Fox, or in a jar at Harvard medical school.

Q: I can save SQ-1 sysex data to my computer, but I can’t reload
it into the SQ-1. Why?

A: This one took a little time. First of all, most of these calls
came from SQ-1 users running an IBM clone under Cakewalk.
The sysex transmission from the SQ-1 is a header block, fol-
lowed by a 100 ms pause, followed by the data burst of sequence
of voice parameter data. Cakewalk 2.0 has no adjustment fea-
tures to insert a pause between the header block and data, so
depending upon the speed of the particular computer and the free
memory available, it may or may not work. If you've got the
SQX-70 expander installed, forget it! An expanded SQ-1 dumps
177K of sequence memory via sysex; Cakewalk’s sysex buffer
only supports 32K (64K for Cakewalk 3.0 owners), so when you
try to save the file, the red dialog box jumps out and says “Buff-
er Overflow; Discarding Sysex Data™ and you're out of luck (it's
not very noticeable to monochrome users). I tried to record the
sysex data as note data in a track; no luck. I understand that
Voyetra's SP3 software will work, but you gotta have LIM or
EMS in your Config.sys file, and at least 384K of free memory
(above the 640K “Protected” limit) or it'll crash. Many so-called
“Librarian” utilities only reserve around 15K for sysex buffer-
ing, so the only way I know of to resolve the problem with
MS-DOS’ers is to save one sequence at a time. Personally, in-
stead of saving the Sysex data to my AT, I switch to a Mac Plus
running Performer 3.42; no problems there. I hear Opcode's
Vision will save a Sysex file of that size, although I can't verify

this. If anyone has any ideas on this one, please write me or call,
as I'd like to be able to recommend a software fix for all the
IBM users (perhaps Cakewalk Version 3.x?)...

Q: Why can't I edit Sequence tracks in Song Mode?

A: Sure you can! Press Bank 1, Screen 4 (in Control mode), and
select “Sequence” instead of “Song.” Again, remember to save
your changes or the SQ-1 will ignore your edits.

Q: Why can't I use the Data Entry slider as a “Timbre" mod-
ulator?

A: The “Timbre” modulator, as defined in the Musician’s Man-
ual, is a programmable and mappable controller, but only via
MIDI. You assign it a continuous controller parameter # to
respond to an alternate inbound MIDI controller message, such
as breath control (#2), or any other continuous controller. If this
sounds confusing, just remember that “Timbre" only responds to
inbound MIDI data from another source (sequencer, keyboard,
wind instrument, MIDI guitar, or other alternate controller.

Q: How do I change the amplitude envelopes? I press “Yes" to
the “Select defaults” window, but the different envelopes have
no effect.

A: You must press the “Enter” button again after you have the
desired envelope in the display. Sometimes you’ll get the in-
famous display “Sorry! Current voice is muted” and so you'll
have to go the Wave page and select “All” or unmute/solo the
particular wave you wish to edit (1-1 for d-d'ers). There’s a lot
more going on in this box than the 16 x 2 display can indicate...

Q: I can’t get the SQ-1 io receive external sequencer tracks on
any tracks other than track #1.

A: Set the MIDI In mode to “Multi.” I think this was the most
frequently asked question of Malvern back in 1988 when
everyone was bouncing their ESQ-1 sequences into their new
EPS. And make sure the Base Channel is set to MIDI Channel
#1, or you'll offset track numbers equivalent to the sum of the
track MIDI channel added to the Base Channel.

Q: When I select an organ sound from a preset I' ve assigned, the
Leslie effect doesn't work.

A: The effects of the SQ-1 are global for all sounds of a preset
or sequence. If the current effect of the preset that “Organ1” or
“Organ2” was a reverb, chorus, or something other than
“Rotary,” you won't get the Leslie effect until you edit the Pre-
set effect to “Rotary” and route the mod source to the modula-
tion wheel. It’s kind of confusing because there are two effect
busses which many people read to mean “Two Effects.” Even
more confusing is the fact that the SQ-1 had 3 effect busses
(counting the “Dry" bus). Not to worry, the Big Blue Book ex-
plains it very well, but with a section that reads “Combined Ef-
fects™ (3-13), it's easy to think that you can mix any and all
effects in the FX programming. Not so! Unless specifically
stated in that particular effect algorithm, what you see is what
you get. If you want Leslie on a track, you get Leslie on all

(Continued on page 6)
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Ensoniq News

Well, we haven't received the official press release yet, but we
have heard from Ensoniq that they've become the U.S. distributor
for C-Lab — the developers of Notator and other popular music
software. More news next month,

Hacker News

So far, we've received about a dozen reponses to Clark’s World-
wide Hard Drive Info Contest (Issue #77). We're going to have
to call it quits here pretty soon before it takes over the Interface.
(Plus, someone should actually win this thing before too long.) So,
if you want to be included in this please get your entry in by the
end of February. We’ll have our drawing shortly thereafter.

HEY! Well, now in addition to needing some SQ-1 & 2 and VFX
& SD-1 Hackerpatches, we're also looking for writers for VFX &
SD-1 articles.

Oops — Record-Breaking Errata Dept.: In Issue #78 in the review
for Syntaur Soundset 4, we gave an old phone number. The correct
number for Syntaur is 818-769-4395 (just like the ads say...).

Also, in that same issue, in the hard disk article by Dave P. Worth,
he mentions that setting the drive to SCSI address 0 precludes
booting from the drive. Rob Feiner informs us that this is only true
with very early EPS ROM O.Ss. If you really want to boot from
drive 0 — get a ROM upgrade.

And finally — in Issue #79, in Basement Tapes, we gave the
wrong zip code for Jack Tolin. It should be Quincy, MA 02170.
And he insists he's using a Boss BX-800. (The Box BX-800s never
really got all that popular.)

Don’t forget — if you're making money while you're making
music, a subscription to the Hacker is a tax-deductible business
expense (at least in the U.S.).

TRANSONIQ-NET

HELP WITH QUESTIONS

All of the individuals listed below are volunieers! Please take that
into consideration when calling. If you get a recording and leave a
message, let 'em know if it's okay to call back collect (this will
greatly increase your chances of getting a return call).

ALL ENSONIQ GEAR — Ensoniq Customer Service. 9:30 am to noon,
1:15 pm to 6:30 pm EST Monday to Friday. 215-647-3930.

SQ-80 QUESTIONS — Robert Romano, 607-533-7878. Any ol’ time.

HARD DRIVES & DRIVE SYSTEM — Rob Feiner, Cinetunes, 914-
963-5818. 11 am — 3 pm EST.

EPS/EPS-16+ QUESTIONS — Erech Swanston, Maestro Sounds. 718-
465-4058. Call anytime. (NY) If message, 24-hr callback.

VFX QUESTIONS — Sam Mims, Syntaur Productions. 818-769-4395. (CA).
10 amto 11 pm PST.

SEQUENCING — Larry Church, Danlar Music, 503-692-3663. Call anytime.

S5Q-80 QUESTIONS — Michael Mortilla, 805-966-7252 weekends and after
5 pm Pacific Time.

EPS & EPS-16 PLUS QUESTIONS — Garth Hjelte. Rubber Chicken Soft-
ware. Pacific Time (WA). Call anytime. If message, 24-hour callback. (206)
467-5668.

ESQ-1 AND SQ-80 QUESTIONS — Tom McCaffrey. ESQUPA. 215-
$30-0241, before 11 pm Eastern Time.

ESQ-1 QUESTIONS — Jim Johnson, (503) 684-0942. 8 am to 5 pm Pacific
Time (OR).

EPS/MIRAGE/ES(Q/SQ-80 M.U.G. 24-HOUR HOTLINE — 212-465-
3430. Leave name, number, address. 24-hr Callback.

SAMPLING & MOVING SAMPLES — “Mr. Wavesample” — Jack
Loesch, (201) 264-3512. Eastern Time (N.J.). Call after 6:00 pm.

MIDI USERS — FEric Baragar, Canadian MIDI Users Group, (613) 392-6296
during business hours, Eastemn Time (Toronto, ONT) or call MIDILINE BBS
at (613) 966-6823 24 hours.

MIRAGE SAMPLING — Mark Wyar, (216) 323-1205. Eastern time zone
(OH). Calls between 6 pm and 11 pm.

8Q-1 QUESTIONS — Pat Finnigan, 317-357-3225. 8:00 am to 10:00 pm
EST.

ESQ-1, MIDI & COMPUTERS — Joe Slater, (404) 925-7929. Eastern time
zone.

Current Ensoniq O.S.

EPS 2.49 VFX 2.1
EPS-M 2.49 VFX-SD 2.1
EPS-16 PLUS 1.1 sQ-1 1.01
MASOS 2.0 SQ-R 1.02
MIRAGE 3.2 SQ-1 PLUS 1.1
ESQ 35 sQ-2 1.2
ESQ-M 152 SD-1 3.00
SQ-80 1.8

Tested and Approved Hard Drives for the EPSs

The drives listed below are known to be compatible with the EPS and
EPS-16 PLUS at the time of testing. Changes in firmware or hardware by
drive manufacturers may make later versions incompatible (with the ex-
ception of PS Systems, Eltekon, and Frontera whose drives are con-
figured to work specifically with Ensoniq products). Drives not included on
this list may also work just fine. For up-to-date information about specific
drives call Ensonig Customer Service: 215-647-3930.

MANUFACTURER MODEL

Dynatek All Models

Frontera All Models

PS Systems All Models

Eltekon All Models

Rodime 45plus, 60plus, 100plus, 140plus
Microtech R45, N20, N40, N80, N100, N150
PL1 45 Meg Removable

Mass Micro Datapack 45

Drives Reported to Work by Readers
The following drives have been reported to work satisfactorily with

reader's EPS systems. No guarantees — but they'll probably work with
yours. Try to try before you buy.

Jasmine Direct Drive 100
PowerDrived4

Syquest 555 (removable)
Tech Data Model 60e

Quantum 100M, 210M
Seagate 80M
Burnoulli 44M (removable)



























































































